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“Diversity and Identity”

Not so different after all !

T

Our day started with a lesson about Japan's current state. We were amazed at
how they efficiently maximized their resources even though they breakdown after
the world war. It is inspiring that they reflected on how to solve their problems
and their issues led to never before seen innovations. We listened to the water
problems among our countries. We were surprised on how similar our problems
were. For example, the Manila Bay in the Philippines is full of sachets and
plastics. In Japan the agriculture water is flown to lake and rivers which has bad
bacteria in it. In Cambodia, poor people are affected from living on untreated
water canals that affect their well being. In Thailand the trash is the main
problem especially in the river and become the bad condition of water. This
inspired us to collaborate with each other. Our own small steps can make a big
difference. The day also included fun activities! We ran
around the beautiful Yoyogi Park and take pictures for
the given mission. We learned that cooperation and
teamwork among different background are important to
achieve our goals. We also learned to appreciate
cultures through the kinnyamonya dance and
differentiation of Tokyo water and tap water.

“how to learn from failure”

A World of Knowledge in A Single Room

From cities to beaches, jungles to islands, today we experienced a wide array of
cultural and personal backgrounds. The closer we got to our fellow friends and
colleagues, the more we realized that we were extremely different. Yet, as
everyone embraced these differences, we learned more about the myriad of
cultural subtleties, thus our worldview was greatly expanded. From Japan, we
have learned of the curious problem of the oversupply of food, which, for many
of our foreign students, was completely shocking as ASEAN nations mainly
suffer from a lack of food. We also
became more aware of certain problems
that exist, not only in another country,
but are also prevalent in our own countries,
such as Non-Revenue Water, the high
quantity of water being lost before it
reaches our homes. After such a long and
tiring day of learning, we found that each
and every one of us hold a special piece
of understanding of the world that is
necessary to making it a better place.
http://tyca.asia
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The Melting Pot of Asia
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The pre-assignment gave each of us a better perspective of the discrepancies in
relation to the problems that we had within our countries. We were surprised to
know that Japan is currently facing the problem of food overproduction, whereas
the ASEAN is dealing with the opposite: starvation. In addition, I think all of us
can agree that it was most interesting to know the approach that each country
took in addressing these issues. However, we were also able to realize and shed
light on the similarities in our situations, be it environmental,
economical or ethical. We then looked
back at our essays, which reminded us of
the individual role of each country.
Furthermore, we were able to appreciate
the significance of cooperation among
these countries in order to achieve an
overall better standard of living for
everyone. Ultimately, today’s session
highlighted the importance of teamwork,
not only within us, as the participants, but
also within our respective home countries.

“how to learn from failure”

Diversity & Sustainability Problems
Today we got to actually learn about
each others countries and their problems.
We learned that even though we are from
many different country and background,
at first we thought that our problems are
very different from each other based on
what we have word, for example, Japan
has a problem about microplastics while Laos is more about infection, Thailand is
about littered waste and for Myanmar it is about how water is lost through
corruption and embezzlement. But then when we actually sit down and discuss
our problems, we came to realize that our problems are quite similar, some came
from the same root cause or some, upon closer inspect, even matches. Because
of this, we are able to discuss about the solutions that we can actually apply to
our own situations. Solutions like raising awareness of people is very popular
between us because it is such a relatable solution to us all. Finally, we learned
that even if we are from diverse backgrounds, we can still find common ground in
these problems and band together to find sustainable solutions.
http://tyca.asia

